FACT SHEET

What is the Shawangunk Ridge?
The Shawangunks are a spectacular mountain range located in the Lower Hudson Valley just to the west of New Paltz, NY. They are known for glistening white cliffs, waterfalls, deep forest, and year-round ice caves.

Why is the Shawangunk Ridge important?

· The Shawangunk Ridge has been designated by the Nature Conservancy as one of the “Last Great Places” on Earth.

· The ridge supports an astounding diversity of wildlife and plants, including the largest continuous dwarf pitch pine forest on bedrock in the world.  Rare and endangered species include 22 animals and 26 plants.  Thirteen natural communities are also in peril.

· The Shawangunks, as one of the most heavily visited sites in the region, generate major tourist revenue for Ulster County.  Visitors come for hiking, rock climbing, biking, horseback riding and hang gliding.

What is the threat?

A huge, luxury, gated development is planned on the Awosting Reserve, a 2660 acre parcel on the Shawangunk Ridge in the towns of Gardiner and Shawangunk, New York.  It includes 350 luxury homes, a restaurant, private championship golf course, clubhouse, and wastewater treatment plant.

Impacts of the Awosting Reserve Development

· Development would occur in the midst of protected lands: directly below Minnewaska State Park Preserve, bordering Sam’s Point Preserve and near Mohonk Preserve.  

· The development would destroy extensive habitat to construct roads on the steep ridge slopes, houses and the golf course.

· The remaining habitat would be fragmented by roads and house lots.  Species such bobcat, bear, and timber rattlesnake that require extensive, unbroken wilderness would be eliminated.

· The development would spoil views of the mountain from the valley as well as views from the ridge.  The State Park’s most popular trails along the escarpment would look out over 350 roofs. Light pollution would alter the night sky.  Noise would disrupt the tranquility of the ridge.

· Ground water would be depleted by daily removal of 157,000 gallons to serve Awosting Reserve homes and might reduce the water supply of valley residents below. 

· Erosion and road run-off caused by the project would travel from the ridge into the Shawangunk Kill, the Wallkill River and the Hudson River.

· Peak hour traffic would increase by 180 cars per hour on local roads.  Roads might require upgrading at taxpayers’ expense to accommodate construction vehicles and increased traffic.

· Tourism could be negatively affected as unique natural resources disappear.
· The small rural community would be irrevocably changed by the divisive impact of a gated community and by a population increase of approximately 18%. 
Magical waterfalls, vast slabs of quartz conglomerate, and majestic hemlock forests inspire awe and spiritual renewal, but only when apart from the bustle of ordinary life. These feelings depend on undisturbed wilderness – the very thing that the Awosting Reserve development will destroy.

The most important way to help:

Write or call your elected and appointed officials

Note: you can write one letter and send copies to all other addressees!

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

Marc Moran, Regional Director, 21 South Putt Corners Rd., New Paltz NY 12561

Scott Sheeley, Project Director, 21 South Putt Corners Rd., New Paltz NY 12561

New York State

Governor George Pataki, State Capitol, Albany NY 12224

Assemblymember Kevin Cahill, 1 Albany Ave, Kingston NY 12401, 845 338-9610

Assemblymember Tom Kirwan, 190 South Plank Rd, Newburgh NY 12550, 845 562-0888

Senator John Bonacic, 279 Main St Suite 202, New Paltz NY 12561, 845 255-9656

Town of Gardiner

Supervisor Carl Zatz, Town Board, Planning Board. All three can be reached at:

PO Box 1, Gardiner NY 12525, 845 255-9675

Town of Shawangunk

Supervisor John Valk, Town Board, Planning Board.  All three can be reached at:

PO Box 247, Wallkill NY 12589, 845 895-2611

Ulster County Legislators - District 6 - Gardiner, Plattekill & Shawangunk

William Calabrese, 9 Calabrese Dr, Pine Bush NY 12566

Albert Meyer, 174 Long Lane, Wallkill NY 12589

Glenn Noonan, 109 Sandhill Road, Gardiner NY 12525

William McAfee, 797 Route 44/55, Highland NY 12528

Wayne Harris, PO Box 251, Clintondale NY 12515

United States

Congressman Maurice Hinchey, 291 Wall St, Kingston NY 12401, 845 331-4466

Senator Hillary Clinton, 780 3rd Ave Suite 2601, New York, NY 10017, 212 688-6262

Senator Charles Schumer, PO Box A, Red Hook, NY 12571, 845 569-0923

It is also important to write letters to the editor

Times Herald-Record, fax 845 343-2170 (call 346-3142 for guidelines or address)

New Paltz Times, fax 845 255-7005, PO Box 537, New Paltz NY 12561

Wallkill Valley Times, fax 845 778-1196 (call 778-2181 for guidelines or address)

New York Times, fax 212 556-3622, 229 West 43rd St, New York NY 10036

Poughkeepsie Journal, fax 845 437-4921 (call 437-4800 for guidelines or address)

Daily Freeman, 79 Hurley Ave, Kingston NY 12401


To learn more or volunteer:
Visit our website www.savetheridge.com
Send donations to:

Save the Ridge

P.O. Box 326

Wallkill, NY 12589
